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Not sure if your installed version of Windows is 32-bit or 64-bit? If you're running Windows XP, chances are it's 32-bit. However, if you're on Windows 11, Windows 10, Windows 8, Windows 7, or Windows Vista, the chance that you're running a 64-bit version goes up considerably. Of course, this isn't something you want to take a guess at. Knowing if
your copy of Windows is 32-bit or 64-bit becomes very important when installing device drivers for your hardware and choosing between certain kinds of software. One quick way to tell if you're running a 32-bit or 64-bit version of Windows is by looking at information about your operating system installation in Control Panel. However, the specific
steps involved depend a lot on which operating system you're using. Another quick and simple way to check if you're running a 32-bit or 64-bit version of Windows is to check the "Program Files" folder. There's more on that at the very bottom of this page. Open the Control Panel. You can check your Windows system type much faster from the Power
User Menu, but it's probably speedier that way only if you're using a keyboard or mouse. With that menu open, select System and then skip to Step 4. Choose System and Security within Control Panel. You won't see a System and Security link in Control Panel if your view is set to either Large icons or Small icons. If so, select System and then skip to
Step 4. Choose System. This screen can also be opened by executing the control /name Microsoft.System command from Run or Command Prompt. Find the Device specifications area (Windows 11), or the System area, located under the large Windows logo. Within there, next to System type, it will say either 64-bit Operating System or 32-bit
Operating System. The second bit of information, either x64-based processor or x86-based processor, indicates the hardware architecture. It's possible to install a 32-bit edition of Windows on either an x86 or x64 based system, but a 64-bit edition can only be installed on x64 hardware. You should now know for certain whether Windows 11/10/8 is 32-
bit or 64-bit Go to Start > Control Panel. Choose System and Security. Don't see it? Just choose System and then proceed to Step 4. Select System. Locate the System area below the oversized Windows logo, and look for System type among the other statistics about your computer. This will report either 32-bit Operating System or 64-bit Operating
System. There is no 64-bit version of Windows 7 Starter Edition. Now you know whether you have Windows 7 64-bit or 32-bit. Select Control Panel from the Start menu. Choose System and Maintenance. If you're viewing the Classic View of Control Panel, you won't see this link. Just open System instead and then proceed to Step 4. Select System.
Locate the System area below the big Windows logo. Within that section is one called System type. Look here to see if you have Windows Vista 32-bit or 64-bit, indicated by either 32-bit Operating System or 64-bit Operating System. There is no 64-bit version of Windows Vista Starter Edition. You should now know whether you have Windows Vista 64-
bit or 32-bit. Select Start and then choose Control Panel. Select Performance and Maintenance. If you don't see this link, open System and then go down to Step 4. Choose System. Locate the System area to the right of the Windows logo. You should be on the General tab in System Properties. Under System is basic information about the version of
Windows XP installed on your computer: Microsoft Windows XP Professional Version [year] means you're running Windows XP 32-bit.Microsoft Windows XP Professional x64 Edition Version [year] means you're running Windows XP 64-bit. There are no 64-bit versions of Windows XP Home or Windows XP Media Center Edition. If you have either of
these editions of Windows XP, you're running a 32-bit operating system. Now you know if you're running Windows XP 64-bit or 32-bit. This method isn't as easy to understand as using Control Panel but it does provide a quick way of checking on whether you're running a 64-bit or 32-bit version of Windows, and is especially helpful if you're looking for
this information from a command line tool. If your version of Windows is 64-bit, you're able to install both 32-bit and 64-bit software programs, so there are two different "Program Files" folders on your computer. However, 32-bit versions of Windows have just one folder since they can only install 32-bit programs. Here's an easy way to comprehend
this... Two program folders exist on a 64-bit version of Windows: 32-bit location: C:\Program Files (x86)\64-bit location: C:\Program Files\ 'Program Files' Folders in Windows 10 64-bit. 32-bit versions of Windows have just one folder: 32-bit location: C:\Program Files\ 'Program Files' Folder in Windows 10 32-bit. Therefore, if you find only one folder
when checking this location, you're using a 32-bit version of Windows. If there are two "Program Files" folder, you're for sure using a 64-bit version. FAQ What's the difference between Windows 32-bit and 64-bit? The difference between Windows 32-bit and 64-bit is processing power. A 64-bit processor can handle more data simultaneously, so it's
more capable overall. Most new processors are based on the 64-bit architecture and are fully compatible with 32-bit operating systems. How do I run 32-bit programs on 64-bit Windows? To run 32-bit applications on 64-bit Windows, right-click the application and go to Properties > Compatibility. Select Run this program in compatibility mode for and
choose the version in which you want to run the program. How do I upgrade from 32-bit to 64-bit Windows 10? To upgrade Windows 10 to 64-bit, you'll have to perform a clean install, so back up all your data; ensure you have a 64-bit CPU. Download the Windows Media Creation Tool to create a 64-bit Win 10 installation flash drive. Shut down your
computer, plug in the flash drive, and follow the Windows setup prompts. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why! This is a wonderful file for video processing geeks. VirtualDub is a free, open source application that is something of a “photoshop” for video. To start off with the basics, it’ll
capture video and let you save it. Even if that’s all you want to do, this program is worth the download. But it does much more as well. Its full features are beyond the scope of this review, but it’s a very good tool for cleaning up and trimming video, in particular if you want to use it in concert with a more fully featured video editing program. You’ll be
able to crop video, compress it, remove and replace audio tracks without changing the video, and much more, including using filters that allow you to sharpen and blur. You can even delete individual frames. Highly recommended. Note: This software comes in 32-bit and 64-bit versions. This is the 32-bit version. If your 64-bit PC is running 64-bit XP
or 64-bit Vista, please download the 64-bit version instead. -Preston Gralla Just got a copy of Windows 7 and you’re looking to bend it to your will? Then you’ll want a copy of Windows 7 Manager, which lets you tweak, customize, master and improve just about every aspect of Windows 7. Whether you're looking to tweak security, improve
optimization, clean your system, master your network or more, you’ll find something here. Though it covers a lot of territory, everything is laid out cleanly in Windows 7 Manager. Click what you want to improve, such as Security, Network, Optimizer, and so on, and you’ll come to a screen full of options. In some cases you won’t need to know anything
about the innards of Windows 7, because sets of wizards guide you through the task. In other instances, you'll need to have some technical background, because you have to make choices among check boxes-for example, if you want to accelerate your network connection, you'll need to understand terms and technologies such as Maximum
Transmission Unit (TMU) size, TCP/IP Timeout Life (TTL), and “Enable SackOpts.” The amount of control Windows 7 Manager gives you is extraordinary. Want to change the mouse hover time before a pop-up displays? You can do that. Want to manage what programs run at startup? You can do that as well. You can also repair hardware and software
problems, optimize your broadband connection and more. The same developer makes a similar program for Windows Vista, called Windows Vista Manager, which looks and works very much like Windows 7 Manager. Anyone who used Windows Vista Manager will very easily make the switch to Windows 7 Manager; the interface and functions are very
similar. The program doesn’t come cheap, though. You’ll most likely only want to pay for Windows 7 Manager if you want to do a great deal of customization. Note: This software comes in 32-bit and 64-bit versions. This is the 32-bit version. If your 64-bit PC is running a 64-bit OS, please download the 64-bit version instead. -Preston Gralla WinRAR
can create multiple-volume archives (popular with file sharers) and use 128-bit AES encryption to password-protect them. Like most of its competition, it also has an option to hide file names inside an encrypted archive: someone without the password won’t even see what files you've archived, let alone view their contents. In our maximum-
compression tests, WinRAR 3.61 archived our files faster than most competitors; except for Stuffit Standard 9.5. Though we found .rar archives to be smaller than conventional .zip 2.0 archives, they weren’t as small as .7z files created by PowerArchiver 2006 and ZipGenius 6 Standard or .zip files created with WinZip 11’s new Best Method option.
Like most other file compression programs. WinRAR can also compress .zip 2.0 files, hide file names, and split archives into multiple files of user-definable size. WinRAR boasts some powerful automation tools-surprisingly so for a program in this price range. After you’'ve set up an archive job in the incredibly powerful but intimidating six-tabbed
‘Archive name and parameters” dialog box, you can save those parameters as a profile for future use. That lets you, for instance, simplify an incremental backup by creating the appropriate profile (among the relevant options you'll find among the tabs are ones for backing up only changed files and for shutting down the computer when you’re done).
You can automate chores even further with WinRAR’s powerful command-line parameters, which let you create Windows shortcuts and old-fashioned DOS-style batch files to do particular jobs. If this sounds geeky, it is. But then, WinRAR is a good choice for geeks. Note: This software comes in 32-bit and 64-bit versions. This is the 32-bit version. If
your 64-bit PC is running a 64-bit OS, please download the 64-bit version instead. -Lincoln Spector
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